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SUBJECT: RAKAH DROPS UNITED FRONT TACTICS FOR KNESSET ELECTION 

REF: TEL AVIV 8613 

1 . NAWWAF MASALHA OF HISTADRUT ARAB DEPARTMENT HAS IN- 
FORMED EMBOFF THAT NEWLY ELECTED RAKAH POLITB UREAU (REFTEL) 
DECIDED TO DROP UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT TACTIC FOR 
FORTHCOMING KNESSET ELECTION. ACCORDING TO PRESENT ESTI- 
MATES RAKAH WILL GET ENOUGH VOTES TO ENTILE IT TO SEVEN 
KNESSET SEATS, OF WHICH FOUR HAVE REPORTEDLY BEEN EAR- 
MARKED FOR JEWISH MEMBERS AND THREE FOR ARAB MEMBERS- 
WITH ONE OF THESE LATTER SEATS POSSIBLY GOING TO A DRUSE 

OR BEDOUIN. MASALHA CLAIMED THAT DROPPING OF THE UNITED 
FRONT WAS AT THE INSISTENCE OF SECRETARY GENERAL MEIR WILNER 
AFTER JEWISH LEFT-WING ELEMENTS SUCH AS THE BLACK PANTHERS 
AND MOKED HAD REJECTED HIS APPEAL FOR A COMMON LIST 
AT THE RECENT RAKAH CONGRESS. 

2. ACCORDING TO MASALHA, THE DECISION BY RAKAH NOT 
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TO FORM A UNITED FRONT AND THE PRESENT LIKELHIHOOD THAT 
MUNICIPAL AND KNESSET ELECTIONS WILL BE HELD SEPARATELY 
COULD AID THE MODERATE ANTI-RAKAH ARAB FORCES, WHO ARE 
NOW SEEKING TO ESTABLISH A SEPARATE LIST LABELED 'CIRCLE 
FOR CHANGE AND COEXISTENCE" WITH THE SUPPORT OF THE 
LABOR PARTY. THE SEPARATION OF MUNICIPAL AND KNESSET 
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ELECTIONS WILL MEANKZYAT LOCAL ARAB COUNCIL CHAIRMEN 
AND MAYORS OF ARAB CITIES WILL NOT 

BE EXERTING PRO-RAKAH (TRADE-OFF) PRESSURES 
ON ARAB VOTERS, SINCE THEY THEMSELVES WILL NOT BE UP 
FOR ELECTION. AND IN THE ABSENCE OF A UNITED FRONT, 
MASALHA BELIEVES, THE MODERATE LABOR- AFFILIATED LIST 
WILL HAVE IMPROVED CHANCES TO COMPETE FOR THOSE ARAB 
VOTERS WHO REMAIN RELUCTANT TO VOTE COMMUNIST AND WHO 
WILL BASE THEIR CHOICE ON LOCAL AND FAMILY LOYALTIES. 

3. MASALHA ESTIMATES THAT THE CIRCLE FOR CHANGE AND 
CO-EXISTENCE TO BE HEADED BY MACHMUD ABASSI, AN ARAB 
NEWSPAPER EDITOR, MIGHT ATTRACT 25,000 TO 30,000 VOTES. 

THIS WOULD ENTITLE THE GROUP TO TWO OR THREE KNESSET 
SEATS. MASALHA HIMSELF EXPECTS TO BE ONE OF THE CIRCLE'S 
KNESSET CANDIDATES. 

4. COMMENT: THERE WERE, APPARENTLY, INSUPERABLE 
OBSTACLES TO THE FORMATION OF THE UNITED FRONT BETWEEN 
RAKAH ON THE ONE HAND AND VARIOUS JEWISH LEFTIST 
ELEMENTS (SUCH AS MOKED, INDEPENDENT SOCIALISTS, SOME 
MAPAMNIKS, URI AVNERI.AND THE BLACK PANTHERS) ON 

THE OTHER, AND THIS COMES AS NO SURPISE.IT WOULD 
SEEM THAT NEITHER SIDE STOOD TO GAIN SUFFICIENT VOTES 
IN RETURN FOR COMPROMISING THEIR POSITIONS. AS FOR 
THE LABOR PARTY, WHOSE LEADERS FREELY CONCEDE THAT 
THEY HAVE NOT PAID ENOUGH ATTENTION TO ISRAEL'S ARABS, 

THE RAKAH ABANDONMENT OF THE INITED FRONT TACTIC MAY 
OFFER A RAY OF HOPE FOR THEIR LABOR-AFFILIATED ARAB 
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LISTS IN THE UPCOMING CONTEST AGAINST RAKAH. 

BUT WITH OR WITHOUT A UNITED FRONT, RAKAH IS STILL 
EXPECTED TO INCREASE ITS CURRENT KNESSET STRENGTH 
FROM FOUR TO ABOUT SEVEN. 
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